164. INDIAN VOLUNTEERING

Our note on the subject of Indian volunteering,1 we are glad to
notice, has been warmly taken up by The Natal Witness, and some corres-
pondence has appeared on the subject. We hope, now that the matter has
been taken up by the Press, that it will not be allowed to die out with-
out an expression of opinion from the Government as to its policy. Law
No. 25 of 1875 was specially passed to increase " the maximum strength
of the Volunteer Force in the Colony by adding thereto a force of Indian
Immigrants Volunteer Infantry". Under the Law, the Governor is
authorised " to accept, with the consent of the employer, the services
of any Indian Immigrants who may be willing to be formed into a Volun-
teer Corps". The limit of the strength of the force was, in those days
confined to one thousand three hundred men. Any planter could raise
such a corps, and, subject to the approval of the Governor, be appointed
Captain of the same. A capitation grant of twenty shillings per man is
made for every efficient volunteer and no volunteer

shall count as efficient who shall not attend a minimum of twelve days' drill
of four hours per diem, or twenty-four days' drill of two hours per diem, or forty-
eight days' drill of one hour per diem in each year, and no drill shall count which
is not of an hour's duration.

Provision is made also for compensation to any member of the Indian
Immigrants Volunteer Force whilst engaged in actual military service,
should he be wounded or otherwise seriously injured, and for pensions to
the widows and children left in Natal of any such volunteer killed in
action, or who shall die of wounds received while so engaged. Here, then,
if the Government only wanted the Indian immigrant to take his share
in the defence of the Colony, which he has before now shown himself
to be quite willing to do, there is legal machinery ready made for it.
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165. INDIANS IN DURBAN CORPORATION SERVICE
We hear that the salary of the Indians serving in the Durban Cor-
poration has been reduced by two shillings per month. This news, if true,
is to be very much regretted. We do not understand why this is being
done. We, moreover, learn that the salaries of the whites remain what
they are. We shall return to this subject after we have more definite in-
formation about it.
[From Gujarati]
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1 Vide "An Indian Volunteer Corps", p. 134.